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The  mailbag  is  open  again.    And  more  letters  are  here  with  household  questions. 

The  first  letter  reports  a  familiar  problem — an  ironing  board  that  has  warped. 
Here's  what  the  letter  says:   "One  thing  sure  to  worry  any  good  housewife  is  a  warped 
ironing  board.    I  speak  from  experience.    I've  had  3  ironing  boards  in  succession, 
and  each  one  has  warped  within  a  few  months.     Ironing    for  the  family  is  a  hard 
enough  joh  at  best.    But  trying  to  do  your  husband's  shirts,  and  the  children's  drcse- 
;s  or.  the  uneven  surface  of  a  warped  board  is  enough  to  try  the  patience  of  a  saint. 
2an  you  tell  me  how  to  keep  an  ironing  board  from  warping?" 

Wood  experts  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  say  wood  warps  when  it  absorbs  mois- 
ture.   So  the  way  to  prevent  warping  is  to  keep  the  wood  dry.    But  that's  easier 
said  than  done  with  an  ironing  board,  for  every  time  you  iron,  the  heat  from  the 
iron  drives  steam  from  the  damp  clothes  down  into  the  wood.    Then,  most  people  keep 
their  ironing  boards  in  the  laundry  or  kitchen  where  the  atmosphere  is  moist. 

But  here  are  some  suggestions  from  the  wood  experts  that  may  help  keep  your 
3oard  in  shape. 

To  begin  with,  they  say,  try  to  buy  a  board  that  has  been  properly  dried  or 

Reasoned.    A  board  that  has  stood  for  some  time  in  the  dry  warm  atmosphere  of  a 

store  is  probably  dry  enough.    But  you  might  ask  the  dealer  to  assure  you  that  the 

vood  is  well  seasoned. 

Another  Tooint  to  remember  in  choosing  an  ironing  board  is  that  a  thick  board 

is  less  likely  to  warp  than  a  thin  board.     So  if  possible  buy  a  board  an  inch  and  a 
thick. 
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Now  when  you  get  the  hoard  home,  give  it  a  coating  of  varnish  mixture  to  keep 

'the  wood  from  absorbing  moisture.    The  best  mixture  to  use  is  aluminum  powder  and 

phenolic  resin  varnish.    You  can  buy  aluminum  powder  and  phenolic  resin  varnish  at 

any  paint  store.    Mix  a  fourth  pound  of  aluminum  powder  with  1  pint  of  phenolic  resin 

rarnish.    Varnish  top,  bottom,  and  sides  of  the  board.    Brush  only  in  one  direction  as 

you  put  the  varnish  on. 

Still  another  way  to  keep  the  board  in  shape  is  to  fasten  metal  cleats — strips 

of  metal — across  the  underside.    These  cleats  will  hold  the  board  rigid  and  level. 

Buy  one-fourth  angle  iron  cleats  1  inch    wide,  and  long  enough  to  stretch  across  the 

vhole  width  of  the  board.    Fasten  a  cleat  about  3  inches  from  each  end  of  the  board. 

Ihen  fasten  2  more  cleats  toward  the  center  of  the  board.    You  can  also  use  wooden 

strips  or  cleats.    If  you  use  wooden  cleats,  have  them  one-inch  thick  and  2  inches 

vide. 

Here's  the  last  bit  of  advice  from  the  wood  experts.    Keep  your  board  in  as 
dry  a  place  as  possible.    The  attic  is  usually  a  better  place  for  the  ironing  board 
than  the  cellar. 

The  second  letter  today  reports  a  much  more  serious  problem  than  a  warped 
ironing  board.    This  letter  comes  from  a  lady  who  has  been  in  her  nev;  house  just  a 
few  months.    She  says  the  floors  in  her  house  were  fine  when  she  moved  in.    But  al- 
ready cracks  have  begun  to  appear  in  the  floor — cracks  and  a  couple  of  squeaks.  So 
tola  lady  wants  to  know:     What  causes  cracks  in  a  new  wood  floor? 

The  wood  exports  say  (Tracks  in  the  floor  may  appear  if  the  wood  was  not  proper- 
ly seasoned  to  begin  with.    Or  perhaps  the  builder  did  not  keep  the  wood  protected 
1 

taforo  laying.    Or  the  flooring  may  have  been  delivered  on  a  damp  day  and  absorbed 
moisture  from  the  air.    Or  the  floor  may  have  gone  in  before  the  masonry  or  plaster 
"alls  wore  dry.    Any  of  these  may  cause  cracks. 

Unfortunately,  after  the  floor  is  once    laid,  the  only  cure  for  cracks  is  ex- 
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a  new  house,  or  putting  down  a  new  floor  Will  "be  wise  to  take  precautions  in  advance 
^against  cracks.    Briefly,  here  are  5  rules  from  the  Forest  Service  for  preventing 
cracks  in  floors: 

First,  buy  wood  from  a  careful  dealer  who  keeps  his  lumber  protected  against 
moisture . 

Second,  never  allov;  the  wood  for  your  floor  to  he  delivered  on  a  damp  or  rainy 

day. 

Third,  never  lay  floors  in  a  new  house  until  the  plaster  and  masonry  walls  are 
thoroughly  dry. 

Fourth,  avoid  floor  hoards  that  are  crooked  or  bent  except  for  parts  of  the 
floor  that  won't  show. 

And  fifth,  keep  the  house  heated  and  dry  from  the  time  the  floor  boards  arrive 
until  the  painter  finishes  the  floor.    Usually  the  interior  of  the  house  should  be 
about  15  degrees  above  the  temperature  outside  to  keep  the  air  inside  dry. 

The  Forest  Service  has  a  free  leaflet  that  gives  all  the  details  about  cracks 

in  wood  floors.    You  may  want  to  send  for  this  leaflet  if  you  are  building  a  new  hruse 

or  putting  in  a  now  floor.    Write  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C. 

for  Leaflet  No. 56  called  "Preventing  Cracks  in  Hew  Wood  Floors."    As  long  as  the  free 

supply  holds  out,  that  leaflet  is  yours  for  the  asking. 

The  last  question  comes  from  a  flower  gardener.    She  wants  to  know  what  to  do 

about  the  white  powdery  mildew  that  gets  on  the  leaves  of  her  rose  and  lilac  bushes 
as  well  as  on  her  asters,  phlox  and  zinnias. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  just  published  a  new  leaflet  on  this  mildew, 
leaflet  tells  you  what  the  mildew  is  and  what  to  do  about  it.    Write  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  for  Leaflet  No.  197  if  powdery  mildew  is  your 
garden  problem.    Leaflet  "No.  197  is  called  "Powdery  Mildew  of  Ornamental  Plants."  It 
*s  free,  of  course. 

That's  all  the  questions  today.    More  will  be  coming  up  on  Thursday. 
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